Katherine Pettus, Plaintiffe 7 
AM argaret Bancrof , Defendent 8 


In Chancery. 


He Plaintiffe a poore Widow, oppreſſed in an extraord inary manner by the power of 
the De fenden and her friends in this ſuit in Chancery, now of 23. yeates continuance, 
wherein the Plaintiffe ſueth ſor an Orphans portion againſt the Defendent, the Wi- 
dow and Exccutrix of Mr. Thomas Bancroft, the Executor that raited his whole E- 
ſtate by his E xecutotſhip. | | | 

The Plaintiffe through this Suit is above 2000.1, in debt, and ſome of her Creditors are ready to 
periſh for Want of theit Moneys, is brought to ſue in forma Pavperis, hath fold and pawned all the 
Goods and means ſhee had any waies for her ſubſiſtence, and hath been and is foiced to take up 
money at Brokage after 20, 40, and 60.1, in the hund ed, and hath nothing left to live upon, but is 
ſupported upon Almes and Charity, her whole Eſtate, for her ſelf, her Facherleſs children, and Cre- 
dicors, being in and upon this Suit. | 

| The Oiphans portion is, by vertue of, and accotding to, the Orders of Court, Caft up, and Cer- 
tified by a Maſter of Chancery, co amount unto 6720.1. upon the ficft of March, 1651. (and after 
6.1 per (em. ſince, commeth now unto 7795. I.); yer the Mafler hath ta xed but 100. l. for the Plain · 
tiffes Cofls, whereas the Plaintiffe, and her late Husband the Orphan have ſpenc in this lui, neere 
2coo.1. if not full ſo mu. 

| The ſa d I hema Bancreft, the Executor, above 18. yeares agoe at his Death, and within three 
weekes before his death, when this Suit had continued above Foure yeares againſt him, leſt to the 
D efendent bis Wife, and their Children, being onely three Daughters, whereof the two elder were 
richly Married before, and hee had given them anſwerable Portions, a perſonall Eftate of above 
5000.1. and a reall Eſtate of 300.1, a yeare Lands of inheritance, er thereabouts; All which hee 
raiſed and bought, after bee had poſſelied himſelf of the Teſtators eſtate, and this Oi phans- 

ortion. 

l The Deſendent Margaret Bancreft, after ſhee had ſtood out all proceſſe of Contempt in Chan- 
cery, and obſc ured her ſelt, tor almoft Seven yeares together, Was, by the Plaintiffes procurement, 
with much trouble, ſearching, and charges to the Plaintsffe, arrelled by a Serjeant at Armes upon 
the 6. ch day of 7e, 1648. and was Committed to che Fleet. where after ſhe had been about a yeare 
Impriſoned, ſhe removed her ſelf from thence by a Habeas. corpus unto the Priſon of the per- 
Ruch, where ſhee ft. ll remaineth, obſtinacly refuſing to make ſatisfaction to the Plaintiffe ; And 
the Eſtate of the faid Thomas Baue roft is ſo fraudulently paſſed away, by himſelf and the Defendent, 
fir ce the b ginning of this Suit, for the uſe of the Defendent, and their Children, that the poore 
Plaint if: can ger no fruit nor benefit of her Suit, though (hee hath an Ordinance of Parliament of 
the 8 in of uguſt 1643. That ſhee ſhould receive the fruit and benefit of her Suit by the Ordi- 
nance and Authority of both Houſes of Parlament. 


The Plaimiffe humbly repreſenteth this ſhort part of her Caſe to the Honourable Commitee, 
that is to bring in a Bill for the Relief of Creditors and poore Prifoners, moſt humbly 
praying, Thar in the ſaid Bill there may bee ſome ſpeciall proviſion made for ſuch like 
Caſes; And that the words in the late AR for the Relief of Creditors and poor Priſone s 
(Bur « ſettlement or Traunt made by ſuch Priſoners of their Efates,or any part thereof, 
or made by any ether Perſon. fer whoſe debe the ſaid Priſoner is Irepri ſoned of his or her 
Eftate reall or perſonal. or any part thereof, to any of their Children or Heyres apparent. 
vpon Marriage or otherwiſe, after a Debt contratted. is nat to be accempted 4 Purchaſe 
er Convoig banee to bee allowed, further then to cauſe reflitution of the Money, which . 
was really payed to, and received by, ſuch Priſoner, or other perſon ven ſuch C onveigh- 
ance or Graunt) may bee put into the ſaid Bill and like Act to bee made: which 
Words will ſave much trouble in the proof of fraudulent Deeds, which the leaving out 
thereof in the late Ordinances would have put unto ; And that there may bee, Under- 
Handing, upright, and impartiall Judges. 


